This issue of Software and Systems Modeling, and part of the issue that follows, are dedicated to the theme of traceability in model-driven engineering (MDE). Traceability is a fundamental concern in MDE processes, where models are related via application of different model management operations, such as model-to-model transformations, modelto-text transformations, model merging, model comparison, and many others. MDE emphasises on the application of automated model management operations, and substantial traceability information can be produced as a side-effect of applying these operations. In addition, in realistic MDE processes, traceability information can be produced by hand, through engineers manually relate MDE artefacts, or relate MDE artefacts with other artefacts (such as requirements documents). Overall, there are many challenges to traceability in MDE, ranging from managing large traceability models, to synchronizing models, and to keep traceability information consistent when models are being modified automatically and manually. This theme issue presents state-ofthe-art research on these and other challenges.
research community. A total of 13 papers were submitted. All submitted papers underwent a full review process, and were evaluated by at least three reviewers, including some of the original program and organising committee members of the Workshops on Traceability, as well as new expert reviewers. Seven papers were finally selected for inclusion in the journal.
The first five papers are included in this issue, and the remaining two appear in the next issue.
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